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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, March 22, 2022 

7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 

meeting of March 8, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor 

Wilkinson, the minutes were approved.  

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors.  

 

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, discussed paper 11,985. Mr. Smith suggested that 2 speed 

bumps be installed along with a sign indicating the presence of speed bumps.  

 

Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, discussed paper 11,985. Mr. Cardamino mentioned 

that he agreed with Mr. Smiths comments regarding a speed bump. Mr. Cardamino suggested a 

steel plate type of speed bump. 

 

Ben Westbrook, 165 East Main Street, discussed paper 11,790. Mr. Westbrook expressed 

concerns about the proposed Short-Term Rental ordinance. He mentioned concerns related to 

the affect that this ordinance would have on the local hospitality industry. He also mentioned 

that he would have a hard time operating his own him without the Short-Term Rental income he 

currently receives. 

 

11,790  An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulation” of Chapter Z of 

the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams regarding short term rentals. 

 

The President discussed the report that was submitted by the Planning Board. She mentioned that 

the amendments that were proposed seemed to contradict each other in some areas. Additionally, 

she mentioned that this would have to be passed to a 2nd reading and published as required by 
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law. She noted that there have been around 8 meetings. She noted that there was a concern that 

was brought up regarding registration. She mentioned that there is, in fact, a registration section.  

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that he would like to see it go back to General Government for 

further discussion regarding the proposed amendments by planning board. 

 

Councilor Bona made a motion to refer the paper and amendments to the General Government 

Committee with a return date of April 26, 2022. Seconded by Councilor Shade. 

 

Councilor Barbeau mentioned that she has some concerns with the vote count on the statement 

presented.  

 

Councilor Wilkinson mentioned that the vote count is in fact correct. 7 Planning Board members 

voted in favor, 0 nays, 2 abstentions.   

 

President Blackmer noted that everything that was heard at the Planning Board meeting was 

already heard at the General Government Committee meetings. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that she does not believe that this ordinance was written in a way 

that actually helps anyone. She also feels there are crucial pieces of information missing such as 

a limit on the number of Short-Term Rentals that may operate in the city. She noted that we 

already have a housing crisis. She also mentioned that she thought this was overly complicated. 

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that she agreed with a lot of what Councilor Shade mentioned. She 

also mentioned that although this has gone through City Council many times, we now have a 

new Council and a new Mayor who may be able to offer valuable input.  

 

Councilor Sapienza agreed with Councilor Bona. He mentioned that he found the ordinance 

confusing and somewhat wordy. He mentioned that he would like to see some kind of definition 

of terms. 

 

The President asked Mr. Meranti, Director of Inspection Services, to explain the difference 

between residential housing VS. owner occupied and the implication in this ordinance. 

 

Mr. Meranti explained that the ordinance has always been in draft form while looking for input 

from the various boards and committees. He mentioned that the amendments being discussed 

tonight are the only amendments that have been brought forward so far.  

 

He mentioned that in the simplest form, if one owns a house and lives in it, there are zoning 

issues that would not allow certain STR’s in residential zones. Residency is based on how 

transient you are, or how long you live in the space. However, if one lives in a house for 2 weeks 

of the year and rents it out as much as possible for the remainder of the year, this creates and R1 

use in the building code. The building code requires that the R1 use be built in a certain way, 

similar to a “mini hotel”, for lack of a better term, but it still must be built according to the R1 

use.  

 

President Blackmer noted that whether or not his ordinance is passed, Mr. Meranti can still 

enforce the building code as written. 
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Councilor Bona mentioned that this all started because he was pushing for STR’s to get a CC 

similar to an apartment. He mentioned that upon research of other municipalities STR 

ordinances, he noted that they seem to be very simple.  

 

Further discussion ensued related to the building code. 

 

Councilor Barbeau inquired why we need an ordinance to enforce what is already being claimed 

as building code. 

 

Mr. Meranti mentioned that he disagreed with that statement stating that an ordinance being put 

into effect would allow the city to ensure compliance with regard to safety measures (Certificate 

of Compliance). 

 

Councilor Barbeau mentioned that this ordinance is not asking for a certificate of compliance. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that is incorrect. That the ordinance is written to require a Certificate 

of Compliance. 

 

Councilor Shade inquired whether or not there is any legal precedence that allows for these units 

to just have a certificate similar to that of an apartment without meeting the extra hoops.  

 

Mr. Meranti noted that he was not aware of anything of the kind. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that his is necessary for the purposes of registration so we know 

where they are so that ordinance can be enforced. 

 

Further discussion ensued about taxes and requirements for inspection in another municipality 

for comparison. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz mentioned that these conversations are like “chasing your own tail”. We 

have been asking the same questions every single time, which have the exact same answers. We 

must find closure. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson inquired who wrote the present draft.  

 

Mr. Meranti mentioned that it was a collaboration between the Office of Community 

Development and Berkshire Regional Planning Commission. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson noted that someone actually has to write the ordinance. He inquired 

whether that was expected to be done.  

 

President Blackmer mentioned that the ordinance does not need to be re-written only edited.  

 

Further discussion ensued regarding the building code and inspections. 

 

Councilor Obasohan mentioned that the ordinance as written is confusing.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously VOTED to 

refer the paper back to the General Government Committee with a return date of April 26, 2022.  
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11,790-4  An Ordinance amending FY2022 Classification and Compensation Plan, Chapter 

2, Section 2-28(a) of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams, 

Schedule B, Part IV- Fire Scale. 

 

The President noted that this has been published as required by law.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, Seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to adopt the ordinance as amended. 

 

11,985  Communication submitted by former Councilor Lamb to investigate 

opportunities to help slow traffic speeds and improve pedestrian safety on Eagle 

Street. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously VOTED 

to postpone to the meeting of April 26, 2022. 

 

12,082 Communication submitted by Councilor Bona requesting time for Mary Scanlon 

to speak about the Fair Share Amendment. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

Ms. Scanlon spoke about the Fair Share Amendment.  

 

Councilor Harpin thanked Ms. Scanlon for speaking about the Fair Share Amendment. Councilor 

Harpin confirmed that the tax to be assessed would be for those only who have an annual income 

of $1,000,000 or more. Additionally, she confirmed that this funds from the tax will go to local 

cities and towns for bridges and education. 

 

Ms. Scanlon confirmed that was correct. 

 

Councilor Shade noted concerns that she had with this amendment due to the Constitution of 

Massachusetts which was written to limit taxation. A resolution to do something like this is 

essentially saying that the City would support changing the constitution to raise taxes. Her 

concern is that if it is used to do this, then others may say it could be used for other things.  

 

Ms. Scanlon noted that this amendment was strictly written for the purposes of ensuring that 

those are paying their fair share.  

 

12,098 A petition from National Grid to hold a Public Hearing on April 12, 2022 for a 

pole location on Pattison Road. 

 

Councilor Bona inquired whether or not abutters get notified.  

 

City Clerk Lyon confirmed that the abutters are identified by National Grid and are notified once 

the date has been set by City Council. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Harpin it was unanimously 

VOTED to set the public hearing for April 12, 2022. 
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12,099 Communication submitted by Councilor Oleskiewicz requesting time for Mr. 

Cardamino to speak about the approval of spending for the Fire Department to 

acquire a new Chief’s vehicle. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz mentioned that Mr. Cardmino approached him asking if could be placed 

on the agenda to speak about the Fire Department Chief’s vehicle. 

 

Mr. Cardmino began discussing his concerns with the fire department.  

 

The President asked Mr. Cardamino to discuss the Chief’s vehicle as that is what is on the 

agenda. 

 

Mr. Cardamino mentioned that he believes the truck that was purchased could have been much 

cheaper.  

 

Mr. Cardamino mentioned that he is concernced that the Chief’s use these vehicles for their 

personal use.  

 

Mayor Macksey mentioned that the Chief’s are on call 24/7. That is the reason that the Chief’s 

take these vehicles home. 

 

Councilor Shade inquired whether or not the City pays for the fuel.  

 

Mayor Macksey confirmed that the City does pay for the fuel. 

 

12,100 Mayor’s communication #45 requesting time to present a proclamation in 

support of Autism Month. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

The Mayor declared April 2, 2022 as World Autism Awareness Day and the month of April 

2022 as World Autism Month. 

 

The Mayor read the attached proclamation. 

 

12,101 Mayor’s communication #46 requesting time to recognize Women’s History 

Month. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

Mayor Macksey mentioned that she will be creating a Women’s History Month Hall of Fame. 

Each March, Mayor Macksey will induct women who have contributed to the growth of 

women’s rights, have had positive impacts on the community, and who are overall examples of 

strength, wisdom, and courage.  

 

For the year 2022, Mayor Macksey inducted the following individuals: 

• Gailanne M. Cariddi 
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• Frances Buckley 

• Gail Grandchamp 

• Jane M. Swift 

 

12,102 Mayor’s communication #47 requesting time to present a proclamation in   

support of Transgender Visibility Day. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

Mayor Macksey declared March 31, 2022 Transgender Visibility Day.  

 

Mayor Macksey presented the attached proclamation. 

 

12,103  Mayor’s communication #48 recommending the appointment of Gregory Betti to 

the Board of Assessors for a term to expire December 31, 2024.  

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was 

unanimously VOTED to approve the appointment. 

 

12,104 Mayor’s communication #49 recommending the appointment of Patricia Wol to 

the Board of Assessors for a term to expire December 31, 2024.  

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was unanimously 

VOTED to approve the appointment. 

 

The President called for Open Forum.  

 

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, Thanked Mayor Macksey for presenting the proclamation in 

support of Autism Month. 

 

Eric Wilson, 85 Eagle Street, thanked the Councilors for being helpful to those with disabilities. 

He mentioned he was thankful for the laws that require buildings to be save. He also thanked 

the Mayor for inducting women into the Women’s History Month Hall of Fame. 

 

Diane Parsons, 56 Highland Avenue, spoke about the recent Planning Board decision regarding 

a cannabis cultivation facility that her neighborhood is opposed to. She mentioned that she and 

her neighbors developed and circulated a petition in hopes to halt or put the brakes on the 

process. She noticed the concern about odor from the potential outdoor cannabis cultivation 

facility. 

 

Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, recited a statement. 

 

Gail Grandchamp, 82 Hall Street, thanked the Mayor for the induction into the Women’s 

History Month Hall of Fame. She also thanked the Mayor for her proclamations presented.  
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The President called for Mayor’s Updates. 

 

Mayor Macksey noted that the Administrative Officer position has become available. The 

position will be posted. She noted that the City is still in search of an Assistant to the IT 

Director, as well as a Community Development Planner. 

 

Mayor Macksey spoke about the cannabis cultivation facility that was approved at the previous 

Planning Board meeting. She mentioned despite the administrations request to postpone the 

approval, it was approved anyway. Mayor Macksey mentioned that as a result of the approval, 

we are in a bad spot. The Administration will be questioning the entire process from start to 

finish. Mayor Macksey requested the council work with her in future weeks in considering 

amending the current ordinance as written in regards to outdoor cultivation. 

 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes.  

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that the Public Service Committee has met 3 times so far this year. 

She mentioned that the committee has been working very diligently. She mentioned that all of 

the fees have been reviewed. She mentioned that almost 1/3 of the fees will be deleted because 

they are obsolete. Additionally, others have been updated. Some transfer station fees are very 

low, such as those for bulky items. The fees were originally established at a low price because 

the city had a grant. The city no longer has said grant and the fees needs to be updated 

accordingly.  

 

Councilor Shade noted that the IDEA Commission will be meeting Thursday at 7pm in Council 

Chambers. The IDEA Commission will be discussing and setting a date for the beginning of 

training. 

 

Councilor Sapienza noted that he attended the March 14 Mass MoCA Commission Meeting. He 

noted that that the pop up restaurant, Door Prize, had requested an extension on their use of the 

space as it has been a very successful run. 

 

The President called for Liaison Updates and Councilor Concerns.  

 

Councilor Shade thanked Mayor Macksey for the proclamations presented. She mentioned that 

awareness is very important. She noted that the annual Live Out Loud Conference will be held 

on April 2nd at Berkshire Community College from 9:30am-3pm which is an education 

conference centered around the LGBTQ Community. 

 

Councilor Barbeau inquired on the current status of the of the hiring of the Assistant City Clerk.  

 

President Blackmer mentioned that the position has been posted.  

 

City Clerk Lyon followed up. He mentioned that the process is currently in round 1 interviews. 

Individuals will then be selected for round 2 interviews. Once a candidate has been selected, the 

Council will be notified. 

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that she received a call from a constituent regarding ARPA Funds 

and where we stand.  
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Mayor Macksey noted that the City is looking at some projects and a strategic plan on the best 

way to spend this money.  

 

Councilor Harpin noted concerns about the cannabis. She thanked the Mayor for her work 

during this process. She noted that she asked the Mayor if there was a Host Community 

Agreement. She mentioned that she was unaware of this agreement. 

 

Councilor Bona asked about boards and committees meeting in person.  

 

Mayor Macksey mentioned that a notice was sent to board/commissions requesting they return 

in person/hybrid.  

 

Councilor Wilkinson mentioned that he found it ironic that once zoom has been fully rolled out, 

we are being asked to return in person.  

 

Seeing no correspondence, on the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor 

Harpin, it was VOTED to adjourn at 9:29 pm. 

 

 

A True Record 

Attest,    \Marcus J. Lyon 

                                                  City Clerk 

 

 

 



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Office of the Mayor 

Jennifer A. Macksey 

 

A Proclamation Declaring April 2, 2022  

as World Autism Awareness Day & 

April 2022 as World Autism Month 
 
 

WHEREAS autism spectrum disorder affects an estimated 1 in 44 U.S. children and 1 in 

45 U.S. adults and is a complex condition that affects each person differently, resulting in 

unique strengths and challenges; and 
 

WHEREAS autism can cause challenges with verbal and nonverbal communication, 

social interaction, and repetitive behaviors, and can affect anyone, regardless of race, 

ethnicity, gender, or socioeconomic background; and 
 

WHEREAS autism is often accompanied by medical conditions that impact quality of life; 

and 
 

WHEREAS a comprehensive, collaborative approach will help to advance research, 

providing a better understanding of the many forms of autism, strengthen advocacy 

efforts and ensure access to services and resources throughout the life span and across the 

spectrum; and 
 

WHEREAS early diagnosis and intervention tailored to individual needs can have lifelong 

benefits, easing the transition to adulthood and fostering greater independence; and, 
 

WHEREAS each person and family affected by autism should have access to reliable 

information and supports; and 

 

WHEREAS autistic people should have opportunities to reach their full potential and the 

whole of society stands to benefit from this; and, 
 

WHEREAS the City of North Adams is honored to take part in the annual observance of 

World Autism Month and World Autism Awareness Day to address the diverse needs of 

individuals with autism and their families; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer A. Macksey, Mayor, do hereby proclaim April 2022 as 

WORLD AUTISM MONTH and April 2, 2022 as WORLD AUTISM 

AWARENESS DAY in the City of North Adams to create a kinder, more inclusive world 

for people with autism spectrum disorder. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Mayor 
 



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 
Jennifer A. Macksey 

 
A PROCLAMATION ACKNOWLEDGING 

TRANSGENDER DAY OF VISIBILITY 
March 31, 2022 

 

WHEREAS, The City of North Adams, Massachusetts, strives to be a safe and inclusive 
community for all residents and visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, Transgender Day of Visibility is held every year on March 31 to recognize the 
generations of struggle, activism, and courage that have brought our country closer to full 
equality for transgender and gender non-binary people; and 
 
WHEREAS, Transgender Day of Visibility raises awareness of the trailblazing work that has 
given countless transgender individuals the bravery to live openly and authentically.  This hard-
fought progress is also shaping an increasingly accepting world in which peers at school, 
teammates and coaches on the playing field, colleagues at work, and allies in every corner of 
society are standing in support and solidarity with the transgender community. 
 
WHEREAS, In spite of our progress in advancing civil rights for LGBTQ+ Americans, too many 
transgender people — adults and youth alike — still face systemic barriers to freedom and 
equality.  Transgender Americans of all ages face high rates of violence, harassment, and 
discrimination.  Nearly one in three transgender Americans have experienced homelessness at 
some point in life.  Transgender Americans continue to face discrimination in employment, 
housing, health care, and public accommodations.  The crisis of violence against transgender 
women, especially transgender women of color, is a stain on our Nation’s conscience. 
 
WHEREAS, through this Day of Visibility, we hope to induce moral responsibility and 
tolerance, and lift the restrictions on the rights of transgender people.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer A. Macksey, Mayor of the City of North Adams, do hereby 
proclaim March 31, 2022, as Transgender Day of Visibility, and call upon residents to strongly 
recommit to trans inclusion at all levels; to provide support to people who are trans and gender 
expansive and to their families and friends; and to advocate for protections at all levels of 
government. 
 
 
 
      
Mayor 


